
With thanks for all those involved in arranging, hosting and making
fi nancially possible the events and publicity, including:
Refugee Support Group Devon; Amnesty International, Exeter Group;  St Sidwells Community Centre; Exeter Phoenix;
Exeter Picture House; Devon Global Centre; Devon County Council; Exeter Arts Council; Think Tank Productions.
(And apologies to those who helped but didn’t make it to print – we thank you too!)

Refugee Support Group Devon is a small local charity (no 1092410) 
that provides information and support to asylum seekers and refugees in Devon. 
We have limited funds and rely on your support to provide vital assistance to 
individuals, particularly in emergencies. 

Name   ……………………… Address  ……………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
I would like to make a donation of …………(please make cheques payable to ‘Refugee 
Support Group Devon’)

*I am a UK Tax payer and would like my donation to be treated as GIFT AID 
To qualify for Gift Aid, you must pay an amount of UK Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax at least equal to the 
tax that the charity reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year (currently 25p for each £1 given).If 

this applies please sign below and ensure you have given us your address. 

Signature ……………………………………………………………..
*I would like to receive further information                             *delete where appropriate

Refugee Support Group Devon 
2nd Floor
93 Fore Street
Exeter, EX4 3HY

www.rsgdevon.org.uk    
info@rsgdevon.org.uk

14 - 20 June 2010

Refugee Week is a UK wide programme of events to celebrate the positive contributions 
that refugees and asylum seekers make to the UK and to promote understanding about 
why people seek sanctuary. 

See inside for events in Exeter and Devon...

Who is a refugee?
The 1951 United Nations Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees defi nes a refugee 
as somebody who has left his or her own country, or who is not able to return to it 
“owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, 
membership of a particular social group or political opinion.”

In the UK, a person is offi cially a refugee when they have their claim for asylum
accepted by the government.

The UK is home to less than 2% of the world’s 
refugees – out of 16 million worldwide.
(UNHCR 2008 Global Trends: Refugees, Asylum seekers, Returnees, Internally Displaced and Stateless Persons, 2009)

Who is an asylum seeker?
A person who has left their country of origin and formally applied for asylum in another 
country but whose application has not yet been concluded.

There is no such thing as an ‘illegal’ or ‘bogus’ asylum seeker. Under international
law, anyone has the right to apply for asylum in any country that has signed the 1951
Convention and to remain there until the authorities have assessed their claim.

Almost all asylum seekers are not allowed to work and are forced to rely on 
state support – this can be as little as £5 a day to live on.
 

DESTITUTION
Devon has its own share of asylum seekers who fi nd themselves no longer entitled to Government 
support. They rely on charities such as Refugee Support Group Devon to purchase food, medi-
cines, travel and other essential items. 

PLEASE HELP BY COMPLETING AND RETURNING THE DONATION SLIP BELOW
or download a standing order form from our website to set up a regular
payment  http://www.rsgdevon.org.uk/donations

Different Pasts, Shared Future
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Sunday 13th June 10.30 – 15.30
Footb

all Tou
rn

am
en

t “R
efu

gee W
eek W

orld
 Cu

p
”

W
e start the w

eek w
ith our regular fi ve-a-side 

tournam
ent, featuring team

s from
 a w

ide range of 
international backgrounds and local folk too. Bring a 
picnic and your sun hat!
King G

eorge V Playing Fields, Topsham
 Road, Exeter

M
onday 14th June 11.00 – 16.00

In
tern

ation
al Craft Stall

Refugee Support G
roup D

evon’s highly acclaim
ed 

W
om

en’s O
utreach Project w

ill be show
casing their 

handicrafts. An opportunity to buy, chat and perhaps 
learn a few

 techniques!
The foyer area, Exeter Phoenix, Bradninch Place, G

andy 
Street, Exeter

M
onday 14th June 18.30 – 20.30

W
rite to Life

M
em

bers of the ‘w
rite to life’ project run by the M

edical 
Foundation for the C

are of Victim
s of Torture use creative 

w
riting to process the past, and take control of the 

present. Tw
o torture survivors w

ill present som
e of their 

w
ork, w

hich includes m
em

oirs, poem
s and stories. A 

m
oving, but also entertaining, view

 of lives m
ost of us 

w
ould never see.

M
usic Room

, Exeter Library, C
astle Street, Exeter

Tuesday 15th June 12.00 – 14.00
Cu

ltu
ral K

itch
en

 Café
O

nce again St Sidw
ells C

om
m

unity C
entre loan out their 

café for this popular and eagerly aw
aited event! M

ake 
sure you take a proper lunch tim

e break to enjoy a 
feast from

 around the w
orld prepared by RSG

 W
om

en’s 
O

utreach Project.
St Sidw

ells C
om

m
unity C

entre, Sidw
ell Street, Exeter

Tuesday 15th June 19.00 – 20.30
Exh

ib
ition

 Lau
n

ch
This evening w

e shall unveil an art installation of 
photographs, paintings, text and sound, designed by 
local refugee artist Ali M

ousavi. The event w
ill be a great 

opportunity to m
eet m

em
bers of Refugee Support 

G
roup D

evon, Am
nesty International and M

edical 
Foundation for the C

are of Victim
s of Torture. The 

exhibition w
ill rem

ain until 28th June. 
Exeter Picture H

ouse, B
artholom

ew
 Street W

est, Exeter

W
ednesday 16th June 19.00 – 21.00

Sou
n

d
s of Freed

om
The hugely popular m

usic night returns, w
ith 

contributions from
 local m

usicians and artists. C
om

e 
along for som

e m
usic, songs and poetry celebrating 

love, freedom
 and diversity. G

et in touch if you w
ant to 

perform
  - info@

rsgdevon.org.uk, or just com
e along to 

enjoy the m
ix of m

usical styles from
 around the w

orld.
M

usic Room
, Exeter Library, C

astle Street, Exeter

Thursday 17th June 13.00 – 14.00
Sen

d
 th

em
 all h

om
e! 

The G
lobal C

entre w
ill be hosting again their ‘w

orld at 
lunch’ discussion w

ith a representative from
 Refugee 

Support G
roup D

evon on issues relating to refugees 
and asylum

 seekers. A m
ust for those w

ishing to air 
their view

s, learn som
e facts and possibly share their 

sandw
iches!

The G
lobal C

entre, Exeter C
om

m
unity C

entre, St D
avids 

H
ill, Exeter

Thursday 17th June 18.30 (check start tim
e w

ith venue)
W

ELCO
M

E – fi lm
The tale of a young Kurdish im

m
igrant’s all-or-nothing 

bid to enter Britain.  Assisted by an older Frenchm
an 

(a sw
im

m
ing instructor)  he w

alks into the foam
ing, 

freezing, grey w
aters and starts sw

im
m

ing the channel. 
D

irector Philippe Lioret portrays w
ith brutal honesty the 

lives of refugees trying to reach the U
K from

 France - the 
cold, hunger, casual violence from

 police and the risks 
run by som

e to help them
.

The Picture H
ouse, B

artholom
ew

 Street W
est, Exeter 

(ticket prices apply)
 - And w

hile you’re there, another chance to view
 our 

exhibition!

Friday 18th June 10.00 – 12.30
Coffee M

orn
in

g
Friday brings our events to a close w

ith the respected 
C

offee M
orning at St Stephens C

hurch in the H
igh 

Street. C
om

e and m
eet key organisations w

orking w
ith 

refugees and asylum
 seekers in Exeter and D

evon, and 
sam

ple som
e hom

e m
ade cakes from

 RSG
 W

om
en’s 

O
utreach Project. A selection of the group’s crafts w

ill 
also be on sale.
St Stephens C

hurch, H
igh Street, Exeter

Look ou
t for oth

er d
isp

lays at St Sid
w

ells Com
m

u
n

ity Cen
tre, Tiverton

 Lib
rary,

Th
e P

lou
gh

 in
 Torrin

gton
, St Step

h
en

s Ch
u

rch
 an

d
 Cou

n
ty H

all in
 Exeter.

A
ll events are free w

ith no booking required unless otherw
ise stated. For m

ore inform
ation 

contact R
efugee Support G

roup D
evon on 01392 682185 or by em

ail info@
rsgdevon.org.uk

In
visib

le P
eop

le
An exhibition that explores the issues faced by refugees in the U

K. 
D

esigned by local refugee artist Ali M
ousavi, supported by Exeter Arts C

ouncil.

14 - 20th
 Ju

n
e  Exeter Phoenix alongside the Auditorium

15th
 - 28th

 Ju
n

e Exeter Picture H
ouse (see details of launch event on Tuesday 15th)

ART EXHIBIT
throughout the week


